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Major Grant Awarded to WICHE & Partners to Create  
Interstate Reciprocity in Postsecondary Distance Education

Boulder, Colorado —  The  Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) and its part-
ners have been awarded a $2.3 million grant from Lumina Foundation for a national initiative that will make 
distance education courses more accessible to students across state lines, as well as making it easier for 
states to regulate and institutions to participate in interstate distance education. WICHE and its regional 
partners – the Midwestern Higher Education Compact (MHEC), the New England Board of Higher Educa-
tion (NEBHE), and the Southern Regional Education Board (SREB) – along with the Presidents’ Forum, 
the Council of State Governments (CSG), and the Commission on Regulation of Postsecondary Distance 

-

distance education.

within its borders made sense. However, students now can take online courses from institutions based all 
over the country – and according to a study published this year by the Babson Survey Research Group, 
some 6.7 million students have done just that. In fact, it’s become virtually impossible for any state to vet 

-
ing is a major part of higher education, and it requires a quality assurance process that’s unbound by state 

-

That’s critical today. For institutions, meeting the patchwork of regulatory demands from 50 states and U.S. 

and time-consuming and eats up resources that could better be spent meeting our national goal of helping 
students learn and graduate. What’s more, students searching for good online options need clarity about 
out-of-state programs’ educational quality to make informed choices. 

“Universities are going through a period of extraordinary change, in which they must adapt to the demand 

practical regulatory path forward to grow their distance education programs and meet the evolving needs of 
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institutions nationwide can collaborate to address key challenges, including the ongoing profusion of 
online learning, the misalignment of state policy requirements, and the need to expand online access and 

-

with the Presidents’ Forum, CSG, and the Commission on Regulation of Postsecondary Distance Education 

the standards that have been established for reciprocity and will also establish standard operating proce-
dures.

process for consumer protection (including addressing consumer complaints) and ongoing oversight. States 
will also need to have the authority to enter into the reciprocity agreement, which in many, if not most states, 
will probably require modest changes in current state legislation. In the West a number of states – including 
Colorado, Hawai‘i, Nevada, North Dakota, and Washington – have already secured legislative authority to 

entirely optional (as is the process for states). Institutions are in no way required to participate.

WICHE and the other regionals will play a critical role, ensuring that all approved states use adequate stan-
dards and reasonable oversight with their institutions. 

ability to strengthen consistent quality assurance improvements across states and to improve postsec-

of which are critical to SREB’s work in helping states increase college completion rates and have a better 

part of the solution by improving access to higher education options for students while guaranteeing quality 

-



About WICHE, MHEC, NEBHE, SREB, APLU, CSG, Presidents’ Forum, SHEEO & Lumina Foundation

The Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (www.wiche.edu) and its 16 members work collaboratively 

sharing, and sound public policy among states and institutions, WICHE strengthens higher education’s contributions to the 
region’s social, economic, and civic life. Our programs—Student Exchange, the WICHE Cooperative for Educational Technol-

The Midwestern Higher Education Compact 
-

North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 

The New England Board of Higher Education (www.nebhe.org) promotes greater educational opportunities and services 
for the residents of New England. It works across the six New England states to engage and assist leaders in the assess-

-
-

ship to strengthen the relationship between higher education and the economic well-being of New England.

The Southern Regional Education Board (www.sreb.org) works with 16 member states to improve public education at 

South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and West Virginia. 

The Association of Public and Land-grant Universities
research universities, land-grant institutions, and state university systems with member campuses in all 50 states, U.S. territo-

-
vides a forum for the discussion and development of policies and programs affecting higher education and the public interest.

The Council of State Governments 
-

fering regional, national, and international opportunities to network, develop leaders, collaborate, and create problem-solving 
partnerships. 

The Presidents’ Forum
nontraditional institutions with the opportunity to exchange knowledge and perceptions of current models and tools for suc-
cessful operation in an online environment. It works to assist institutions in enhancing their available resources through new 
partnerships, collaborations, and learning networks that support desired change in the structure of higher education.

The  association (www.sheeo.org) is the national association of state higher ed-
ucation leaders who serve statewide coordinating and governing boards and other state policy agencies for higher education. 
SHEEO is an advocate for state policy leadership, a liaison between states and the federal government, a vehicle for learning 
from and collaborating with peers, and a source of information and analysis on educational and public policy issues. SHEEO 
seeks to advance public policies and educational practices to achieve more widespread access and successful participation 
in higher education, more new discoveries through research, and more applications of knowledge that improve the quality of 
human lives. 

Lumina Foundation (www.luminafoundation.org) is an independent, private foundation committed to increasing the propor-

based approach focuses on helping to design and build an accessible, responsive, and accountable higher education system 
while fostering a national sense of urgency for action to achieve Goal 2025.
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