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Dear SARA State Portal Entities,

As summer quickly approaches, we are pleased to share important updates,
information, and upcoming events. We hope everyone can plan time for rest and
rejuvenation with family and friends during the summer season. We look forward
to a productive and enjoyable few months ahead.

In this month’s newsletter, you will find information about:

New this month

« Registration Opens This Week for the 2025 SPE Conference

 Fiscal Year 2026 SARA State and Territory Grants: Application Submission
Open Now!

 Available Soon - NC-SARA Board Meeting Summary

« Updated Administrative Forms (AF) 3, 5, and 6 - Provisional Status, Non-
Renewal, and Change of Ownership - Available July 1, 2025 | Eliminating
AF4 - Provisional Participation Extension

Action Items

« Registration Open Now - (June 23) SARA Participation and Federal
Financial Responsibility Composite Scores Webinar
» Registration Reminder - (June 18) June SPE Workshop

Reminders
- Updated Institution Application Now Available (Effective July 1, 2025)

Thank you for taking the time to review these important items. Have a great
summer!

Marianne

Zoom Registration Link Coming Soon for the 2025 SPE Annual Conference
Get ready for an exciting lineup of activities at the upcoming SPE Annual



Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah, September 9-11, 2025! Dive into informative
pre-conference sessions covering essential topics like state meeting planning,
SARA application processing, and hands-on SARA Portal assistance. Engage in
dynamic conference sessions featuring discussions on state updates, SARA
grants, student complaint management, the role of Al in higher education, and
more. Wear your favorite team paraphernalia to the fun-filed Game Night
Welcome Event, celebrate fellow peers at the SPE Awards and Recognition
luncheon, and network with colleagues at group dinner outings. There are still
opportunities to volunteer as a panelist, moderator, or event leader.

The link to register for the conference will be sent to you in an individualized
invitation from Zoom Events. Please use the email address where the invitation
was sent to register. The registration process will include information about hotel
room reservations and the schedule at a glance. Special thanks to Cyd Grua (UT
SPE) for curating a list of activities to consider exploring during your visit to Utah.
Please keep in mind the following details as you register and book your travels:

« Meeting format: The SPE Annual Conference will be face-to-face. There
will be no virtual option as the conference is interactive by design.
« Where: Salt Lake Marriott Downtown at City Creek in Salt Lake City, UT
« Who is invited/attends: Up to 2 SPEs per state, regional compact SARA
staff, NC-SARA staff, NC-SARA board members, and
presenters/facilitators.
« Registration fee: There is no registration fee for any attendees, but
registration is required. Please be sure to register by Friday, August 8.
« NC-SARA pays for travel expenses for up to 2 SPEs per state,
including:
o 2-night hotel stay
o Airfare
o Other travel expenses (tips, tolls, miles to airport, parking at airport,
meals, etc.)

If you have questions about SPE conference registration, please email Shannon
Walker at swalker@nc-sara.org.

We hope you will join us for a valuable and engaging conference experience!

Fiscal Year 2026 SARA State and Territory Grants: Application Submission
Open Now!

NC-SARA is pleased to announce that a collective pool of SARA revenue has
been allocated to SARA State and Territory Grants for Fiscal Year 2026 to focus
directly on state support. Each SPE agency may apply for a grant to support
SARA-related continuous education, initiatives, and enhancements. SPEs may
request up to $7,500 per annual application period. Important dates for the
application period are listed below.

Applications must be submitted via the SARA Portal. Instructions on how to use
the SARA Portal for submissions can be found in the SARA Portal.

Important Dates:

« Application Period Opens: May 30, 2025
« Proposals Due: June 30, 2025

» Review of Applications: July 2025

« Award Notification: July 2025



« Annual Report Due: August 31, 2026

Please direct any questions to Ashley Rasmussen at grants@nc-sara.org.

Available Soon - NC-SARA Board Meeting Summary

The NC-SARA Board had a productive meeting from May 15-16 in Atlanta, GA. A
summary of the robust discussions held throughout the meeting will be made
available on the NC-SARA website next week.

Updated Administrative Forms (AF) 3, 5, and 6 - Provisional Status, Non-
Renewal, and Change of Ownership - Available July 1, 2025 | Eliminating
AF4 - Provisional Participation Extension

Policies approved through the 2024 Policy Modification Process that are effective
July 1, 2025, will be reflected in administrative forms AF3, AF5, and AF6. For
“provisional status” and “non-renewal,” this includes additional specific reasons
for SPEs to take those actions. Other proposed changes include updated
formatting, signature blocks, and flow to align with other administrative forms. The
latest versions of these administrative forms will be posted on the Administrative
Forms page of the NC-SARA website on July 1, 2025.

Please also note that AF4 “Institution Provisional Participation Extension” will no
longer be needed beginning July 1, 2025, and the form will be removed from the
NC-SARA website. Policy (PMP24-0628) going into effect on that date will allow
an institution to be on provisional status as long as it is determined applicable by
the SPE. In that case, form AF3 “Institution Provisional Participation” will be used
to both place an institution on provisional status and remove it (as appropriate).

Additional guidance for SPEs regarding provisional status for institutions will be
provided directly in the near future.

Registration Open Now - SARA Participation and Federal Financial
Responsibility Composite Scores Webinar

SARA community members have recently sought more information on the topic of
the U.S. Department of Education (ED) Federal Financial Responsibility
Composite Scores (FRCS). This is an important, standardized eligibility
requirement outlined in the SARA Policy Manual, in subsection 2.5.c (subsection
2.5, Functional Responsibilities of SARA States), which non-public SARA-
participating institutions that participate in Title IV Federal Financial Aid programs
must meet. The same calculation methodology is also used for non-Title IV
institutions' SARA eligibility. Additionally, this area of SARA policy has been
addressed by proposals in the SARA Policy Modification Process (PMP).

To provide an opportunity to learn more about this topic, Dave McClintock, CPA,
Managing Director of McClintock & Associates, will lead a webinar for the SARA
community on Monday, June 23, 2025, 12:00-1:00 pm MT. Additional
information about this webinar and the link to register are available on NC-
SARA’s website.

June SPE Workshop - Agenda and Resource Document Available

Join SPE colleagues, regional compact SARA staff, and NC-SARA on
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, at 10:00 am MT, to hear about the work of the NC-
SARA Complaints Working Group and participate in breakout groups to discuss
current best practices and challenges in managing SARA student complaints.
Register to join us!



Please log in to the Zoom Events page to view the final workshop agenda and a
slide deck compilation of SARA policies related to complaints.

Updated Institution Application (7/1/25) now available

The application and approval form for institution participation in SARA has been
updated and made available on the Applications and Approval Forms page of
the NC-SARA website. The latest version is effective July 1, 2025. Institutions
should continue to use the current application through June 30, 2025. To easily
identify the updates and changes, a “redline version” of the July 1, 2025, version
is also available, along with guidance on the use of the current and pending
institution applications.

The application version effective July 1, 2025, has primarily been updated to
reflect the pending effective date of PMP24-0630 approved during the 2024
Policy Modification Process (PMP) cycle regarding “professional licensure
disclosure requirements”. For reference, the new policy can be found in the
SARA Policy Manual, subsection 5.2, Programs leading to professional
licensure.

Contact Us Stay Informed Follow Us
II SA R 3005 Center Green Drive
Suite 130 @
Boulder, Colorado 80301
(720) 680-1600

Email: info@nc-sara.org
Media Inquiries: media@nc-
sara.org

Terms and Conditions
© 2025 All Rights Reserved

Click to Unsubscribe



