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Busting the Myths About SARA 
July 24, 2025 

 
State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (SARA) is an agreement amongst member states, 
districts, and territories that establishes comparable national standards and streamlines 
regulations, fees, and approvals for institutions offering interstate distance education programs.  
 
49 member states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands all 
voluntarily participate in SARA, collectively approving and overseeing more than 2,400 
institutions.  
 
MYTH #1:  
There is no state voice in SARA. 
 
FACT: 
State authorization is a state responsibility; SARA member states voluntarily join the State 
Authorization Reciprocity Agreements to ensure consistency in oversight of institutions across 
member states.  

SARA member states define SARA Policy, and the SARA Policy modification process is a state-
led process. 

SARA member states assume the principal responsibility of ensuring that SARA policies are 
followed by the institutions they approve to participate in SARA. 

The majority of NC-SARA’s board members represent states’ interests. 
 
Resources: 

● SARA for States 
● SARA Policy Modification Process 
● Role of States in SARA 
● NC-SARA’s Board of Directors 

 
MYTH #2:  
State Attorneys General may not investigate or prosecute a SARA- participating institution for 
fraud or misrepresentation. 
 
FACT: 
Under SARA, state attorneys general may investigate and act against an institution committing 
fraud or misrepresentation, engaging in deceptive behavior, or committing any other violations 
of states’ general-purpose laws. 
 
Current SARA policy allows for a SARA-participating institution that violates state laws to be 
reviewed by its home state with consequences that could affect their participation in SARA 
nationwide.  

https://nc-sara.org/sara-states
https://nc-sara.org/sara-policy-modification-process
https://nc-sara.org/state-responsibilities
https://nc-sara.org/nc-saras-board-directors
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Current SARA policy also allows action to be taken by SARA states or territories other than the 
home state for general purpose law violations. 
 
Resource: 

● SARA Policy 
 
MYTH #3:  
SARA primarily serves for-profit institutions. 
 
FACT: 
As of June 2025, only 8% of the total SARA-participating institutions are for-profit. 
 
More than two-thirds of SARA distance education enrollments are in public and non-profit 
institutions.  
 
The majority of SARA-eligible for-profit institutions do not participate in SARA. Only 31% of the 
SARA-eligible for-profit institutions that report to IPEDS participate in SARA.  
 
Resources: 

● Annual Data Reports 
● SARA Data Dashboards 

 
MYTH #4:  
SARA decreases student consumer protections. 
 
FACT: 
As members, SARA states:  

1) Have oversight of out-of-state institutions that they otherwise may not have. 
2) Investigate a variety of student protection issues, such as truthfulness in advertising 

and accuracy of information, job placements, tuition, fees, and financial aid. 
3) Report SARA student complaints quarterly to NC-SARA, which are then publicly 

available on the NC-SARA website. 
 
Resources: 

● SARA Student Consumer Protections 
● SARA Student Complaints Data 
● Complaint Reports by State 

 
MYTH #5:  
SARA only supports online and distance education. 
 
FACT: 

https://nc-sara.org/sara-policy-overview
https://nc-sara.org/annual-data-reports
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
https://nc-sara.org/student-consumer-protections-page
https://nc-sara.org/sara-student-complaints
https://nc-sara.org/complaint-reports-dashboard
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While SARA does broaden student access to distance education nationally, it also contains 
provisions and guidance to accommodate other kinds of learning experiences at on-ground 
locations such as field trips, experiential learning, clinical placements, and short courses. 
 
Most of these activities are represented in Out-of-State Learning Placements (OOSLPs) data, 
collected from SARA-participating institutions annually. OOSLPs are defined as “supervised 
field experiences such as, but not limited to, clinical rotations, internships, or student teaching 
placements offered by SARA-participating institutions in locations outside the home state.” 
 
6% of SARA-participating institutions did not report any exclusively distance education 
enrollments (Fall 2023), indicating that they are participating in SARA for reasons other than 
offering distance education to learners in other states. 
 
Resources: 

● SARA Policy 
● SARA Quick Start Guide: Field Trips 
● SARA Quick Start Guide: Short Courses 
● SARA Quick Start Guide: Students Located on Military Bases 
● Annual Data Reports 
● SARA Data Dashboards 

 
For more information about SARA and NC-SARA, please visit: 
www.nc-sara.org 
 

https://nc-sara.org/sara-policy-overview
https://nc-sara.org/sites/default/files/files/2025-01/SARA_Quick_Start_Field_Trips_revised_12.18.24.pdf
https://nc-sara.org/sites/default/files/files/2025-01/SARA_Quick_Start_Short_Courses_revised_12.18.24.pdf
https://nc-sara.org/sites/default/files/files/2025-02/Military_Bases_SARA_Quick_Start_2.18.25.pdf
https://nc-sara.org/annual-data-reports
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
http://www.nc-sara.org/

