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We sincerely thank everyone who attended this year's SPE Annual Conference
in Salt Lake City. Your engagement and participation made this event a success.
We also extend our gratitude to the state of Utah and W-SARA for co-hosting,
along with all of our presenters and moderators, for their excellent contributions.
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Dear SARA State Portal Entities,

In this month’s newsletter, you will find information about:
New this month

« 2025 SPE Annual Conference Post Event Announcements
» Release Date Change: Updated Institution Application for SARA
Participation Effective January 1, 2026

Action Items

« Updated SARA State Membership Application Coming January 1, 2026
« Save the Date - SARA Policy Modification Process 2025 Cycle Wrap-Up
Webinar

Thank you for taking the time to review these important items!

Marianne

2025 SPE Annual Conference Post Event Announcements

It was great seeing so many of you at the 2025 SPE Annual Conference in Salt
Lake City! We appreciate your engagement and support in preparing for this
event and your participation. It was especially fun to see all of your favorite team
paraphernalia (e.g., sports teams, school teams, kids’ teams, etc.) at the Game
Night Welcome Event.

During the conference, we recognized several SARA State Portal Entity
representatives for their extraordinary contributions. We'd like to highlight this
year’s recipients here as well:



A Star Is Born Award
« Magda Rivers, Georgia SPE (S-SARA)
Regional Star Award

Lisa Pundt, lowa SPE (M-SARA)

Matt Exline, Ohio SPE (M-SARA)

Alex Nally, Massachusetts SPE (N-SARA)
Andrea Richards, New York SPE (N-SARA)
Elizabeth Walker, Oklahoma SPE (S-SARA)
Tamara Baysinger, Idaho SPE (W-SARA)
Katie Hubbart, South Dakota SPE (W-SARA)

Star Peer Excellence Award

Paige Smith, Wisconsin SPE (M-SARA)

Michael Perry, Maine SPE (N-SARA)

Brady Lyon, Florida SPE (S-SARA)

Terrence Scarborough, North Carolina SPE (S-SARA)
Diane McCree, South Carolina SPE (S-SARA)

Julie Woodruff, Tennessee SPE (S-SARA)

Lanna Dueck, Arizona SPE (W-SARA)

Heather DelLange, Colorado SPE (W-SARA)
Rebecca Fuller, Oregon SPE (W-SARA)

Thank you all for the fantastic work that you do.

Travel reimbursement (Due October 11, 2025)
The travel reimbursement policy and form are available on the SPE Website.
Please submit all requests for reimbursement no later than October 11, 2025.

Post-Conference Survey (Due September 25, 2025)
September 25, 2025, is the deadline to submit the post-conference survey.
Your feedback is valued and helps us plan future events.

Shared Conference Photos Folder
Please continue to upload your conference photos to the 2025 SPE Conference
Photos shared Google Drive folder.

Session Slides and Handouts
Final session slides and conference materials will be available on the SPE
Website by September 25, 2025.

SPE Annual Conference 2026 (September 15-17, 2026)
Please mark your calendars for next year’s SPE Annual Conference, which will
be held September 15-17, 2026, in San Antonio, TX.

Release Date Change: Updated Institution Application for SARA
Participation Effective January 1, 2026

In previous communications, we shared that the final January 1, 2026, version of
the Application and Approval Form for Institution Participation in SARA would be
available for SPEs on the SPE Website in mid-October 2025. However, due to
the outcomes of the SARA Policy Modification Process (PMP) 2025 cycle
regional compact and regional steering committee voting, further revisions may



be needed. The updated application will now not be released until after the NC-
SARA Board PMP vote in late October 2025.

We expect to provide an update on the availability of the January 1, 2026,
institution application by the end of October 2025.

Updated SARA State Membership Application Coming January 1, 2026:
Feedback on Draft Welcome Through October 17, 2025

During the 2024 SARA Policy Modification Process (PMP) cycle, a proposal was
approved (PMP24-0641) that requires changes to the Application and Approval
Form for State Membership in SARA.

A draft of the application reflecting changes from PMP24-0641, which will be
effective January 1, 2026, as well as other adjustments to align with current SARA
Policy, is available for review on the SPE Website. We have also provided a
document with a crosswalk of the application to the current SARA Policy
Manual. Please email any feedback or questions on the draft to info@nc-
sara.org no later than October 17, 2025.

REDLINE EDITS:

The adjustment of language related to responsibilities for collecting student
complaint data as approved during the 2024 Policy Modification Process cycle
(PMP24-0641, effective January 1, 2026). For reference, the new policy can be
found in the SARA Policy Manual, subsection 7.1, “Duties of states”. Additional
adjustments proposed to align with section 4, “Consumer Protection” and
subsection 2.5.p, “Functional responsibilities of SARA states”.

Afinal version of the updated Application and Approval Form for State
Membership in SARA will be made publicly available on the Applications and
Approval Forms webpage in early November, and a reminder will be included in
the November SPE newsletter.

Save the Date - SARA Policy Modification Process 2025 Cycle Wrap-Up
Webinar

The SARA Policy Modification Process 2025 Cycle Wrap-Up webinar will be held
Monday, November 17, 2025, 11:00 am-12:30 pm MT. The webinar will include
a review of the implementation dates and impact of each approved proposal. A
public announcement and opportunity to register for this will be sent to the entire
SARA community later this month.
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