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Dear SARA State Portal Entity Staff,

| want to begin this fall newsletter by expressing my sincere appreciation for your
continued commitment to SARA. Our staff at NC-SARA, along with the regional
compact SARA staff, RSC chairs, and Policy Implementation Team Co-Chairs,
have been working diligently to prepare for the upcoming NC-SARA Board
Meeting, scheduled for October 23-24.

A special thank you to everyone who has dedicated their time and expertise to
the SARA Policy Modification Process (PMP); your contributions throughout the
year have been truly invaluable.

In this month’s newsletter, you will find information about
Action Items

» Registration Now Open - Watch the Livestream Broadcast of the Public
Session of the NC-SARA Board Meeting

« Registration Now Open- SARA Policy Modification Process 2025 Cycle
Wrap-Up Webinar

Reminders

« Updated SARA State Membership Application Coming January 1, 2026
ICYMI

« NC-SARA Annual Data Report and Cost Savings Study Release

Thank you for taking the time to review these important items!

Marianne

Registration Now Open - Watch the Livestream Broadcast of the Public
Session of the NC-SARA Board Meeting
Registration is now open to watch the livestream broadcast of the public




session of the NC-SARA Board Meeting on Thursday, October 23, 2025, 2:00
pm Eastern Time until complete (not to exceed 3:30 pm Eastern Time). This
session includes the final step in the SARA Policy Modification Process: the NC-
SARA Board's vote on SARA policy proposals approved by the Regional
Compacts through their Regional Steering Committees (RSC).

Complete results of the RSC voting are available to the public in the SARA
Policy Modification Process portal, along with a rationale for any decision not
to approve a SARA PMP proposal.

Registration Now Open - 2025 SARA Policy Modification Process 2025
Wrap-Up Webinar

Registration is now open for the 2025 SARA Policy Modification Process Wrap-
Up webinar. The webinar will be held on Monday, November 17, 2025, 11:00
am-12:30 pm MT.

Presenters in this webinar will provide updates on actions taken at the Fall 2025
NC-SARA Board Meeting, with a focus on the outcomes of voting on SARA
Policy Modification Process (PMP) proposals that were approved by the regional
compacts through their Regional Steering Committees (RSCs). Presenters will
provide an overview of each of the proposals approved by the Board and discuss
the implementation timeline and considerations for SARA-participating
institutions and SARA State Portal Entities (SPEs). Information will also be
provided on the 2026 SARA PMP cycle.

Updated SARA State Membership Application Coming January 1, 2026:
Feedback on Draft Welcome Through October 17, 2025
Note - this item first appeared in the September SPE newsletter (9/16/25)

During the 2024 SARA Policy Modification Process (PMP) cycle, a proposal was
approved (PMP24-0641) that requires changes to the Application and Approval
Form for State Membership in SARA.

A draft of the application reflecting changes from PMP24-0641, which will be
effective January 1, 2026, as well as other adjustments to align with current
SARA policy, is available for review on the SPE Website. We have also provided
a document with a crosswalk of the application to the SARA Policy Manual.
Please email any feedback or questions on the draft to info@nc-sara.org no
later than October 17, 2025.

REDLINE EDITS:

The adjustment of language related to responsibilities for collecting student
complaint data as approved during the 2024 Policy Modification Process
cycle (PMP24-0641, effective January 1, 2026). For reference, the new
policy can be found in SARA Policy Manual subsection 7.1, “Duties of
states”. Additional adjustments proposed to align with section 4, “Consumer
Protection,” and subsection 2.5.p, “Functional responsibilities of SARA
states”.

A final version of the updated Application and Approval Form for State
Membership in SARA will be posted to the public Applications and Approval
Forms webpage in early November, and a reminder will be included in the
November SPE newsletter.




NC-SARA Annual Data Report and Cost Savings Study Release

This webinar shared the findings of the 2025 NC-SARA Annual Data Report,
which represents data collected from more than 2,400 SARA-participating
institutions: Fall 2024 exclusively distance education enrollment and calendar
year 2024 out-of-state learning placements. Presenters demonstrated NC-
SARA'’s Data Dashboards and shared other learning tools to help SARA-
participating institutions glean insights from the data and comply with this annual
SARA requirement. The 2025 NC-SARA Annual Data Report and data
dashboards can be viewed on the Annual Data Reports webpage.

Presenters also provided a brief overview of the NC-SARA Cost Savings Study
and calculator. The Cost Savings report can be viewed on the SARA Cost
Savings webpage. The slides and recording from the release webinar are now
available on the NC-SARA Annual Data Report and Cost Savings Study
Release webpage.
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