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Dear SARA State Portal Entity Staff,

| want to begin this fall newsletter by extending my sincere gratitude to everyone
who contributed to the success of our NC-SARA Board Meeting this past
October.

Your commitment was evident in the time and energy you invested in preparing
for this critical meeting. A special thank you is also due to those of you who have
consistently contributed to the SARA Policy Modification Process (PMP) and
meticulously shepherded it forward throughout the year. Your hard work is truly
appreciated!

In this month’s newsletter, you will find information about:

New ltems

» Out-of-State Branch Campus Collection Beginning January 6, 2026
« NC-SARA Holiday Closure and Winter Break

Action Items
« Save the Dates! 2026 Tuesday Topics
Reminders

« Updated SARA State Membership Application Effective January 1, 2026
« SARA Policy Modification Process 2025 Wrap-Up Webinar
« Onboarding and Offboarding SPE Resources

Thank you for taking the time to review these important items!

Marianne

Out of State Branch Campus Collection Beginning January 6, 2026:

The application and approval form for institution participation in SARA,
effective January 1, 2025, included updated language regarding "branch
campuses" to clarify what information is being collected. While SARA policy has




not changed, beginning January 6, 2026, NC-SARA will maintain out-of-state
branch campus records in the SARA Portal (Salesforce) to ensure there is a
centralized and continuously updated list as defined by SARA policy. A message
will be sent to all institution contacts and SPEs in December 2026 with additional
information. For questions, please contact info@nc-sara.org.

SARA Policy Manual Section 1. Definitions.:

“Branch Campus” means: a campus or site of an educational institution that is
not temporary, is located in a community beyond a reasonable commuting
distance from its parent institution, and offers full programs of study, not just
courses 4. (Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS)). For
SARA purposes, a branch campus that operates under the accreditation of a
main campus is not considered a separate institution for purposes of SARA (see
section 3.1(h)(2)).

NC-SARA Holiday Closure and Winter Break
NC-SARA's offices will be closed on Thursday, November 27, and Friday,
November 28 in observance of Thanksgiving.

Our offices will also be closed for winter break from Wednesday, December 24,
through Thursday, January 1, and will reopen on Friday, January 2, 2026.

If you have administrative forms that need to be processed before our closure,
please send them to info@nc-sara.org by Monday, December 15, if possible.

Save the Dates! 2026 Tuesday Topics
We're excited to announce the Tuesday Topics webinar series for the first quarter
of the new year, scheduled for January and March.

These webinars are designed to provide a dedicated block of time to dive deep
into topics requested by SPEs. Each session will start at 10:00 am MT and will
not exceed two hours.

« Tuesday, January 13 (10:00 am — 12:00 pm MT): Featuring confirmed
presenters from Quality Matters, CHEA, and Credential Engine.

« Tuesday, March 10 (10:00 am — 12:00 pm MT): Focus on the SARA
complaint reporting process.

Registration details and additional information will be shared soon!

Updated SARA State Membership Application Effective January 1, 2026

A final version of the updated Application and Approval Form for State
Membership in SARA, effective January 1, 2026, has been posted to the
Applications and Approval Forms webpage (toward the bottom of the page),
along with a redline version that highlights the latest changes. Please continue to
use the current application if submitting by December 31, 2025. Beginning
January 1, 2026, please use the latest version. For questions, please contact
info@nc-sara.org.

2025 SARA Policy Modification Process 2025 Wrap-Up Webinar
Registration is open now for the 2025 SARA Policy Modification Process Wrap-
Up webinar. The webinar will be held on Monday, November 17, 2025, 11:00
am-12:30 pm MT.




Presenters in this webinar will provide updates on actions taken at the Fall 2025
NC-SARA Board Meeting, with a focus on the outcomes of voting on SARA
Policy Modification Process (PMP) proposals that were approved by the regional
education compacts through their Regional Steering Committees (RSCs).
Presenters will provide an overview of each proposal approved by the board of
directors and discuss the implementation timeline and considerations for SARA-
participating institutions and SPEs. Information will also be provided on the 2026
SARA PMP cycle.

SPE Resources Reminder:

Whether you’re new to the SARA community or just need a refresher, we want to
remind you that the following onboarding and offboarding resources are available
to you:

« The SPE Offboarding Checklist. The SPE Offboarding Checklist is
available on the SPE Website. This is an optional tool to assist with a
smooth transition if you have a change in roles/personnel at your State
Portal Entity. After notifying your regional compact SARA director of the
change, please consider providing the information in the SPE Offboarding
Checklist to other relevant stakeholders.

« The SPE Welcome Kit & SPE Essential Duties. The SPE Welcome Kit is
a compilation of NC-SARA’s resources for SPEs. The SPE Essential Duties
document describes the primary duties of SPEs. Both are sent as part of
our SPE Onboarding Process, but are also available on the SPE Website.
These resources are in addition to what your regional compact SARA staff
may provide for SPEs.

« Onboarding Sessions. Do you have a new SPE in your region, or do you
want to brush up on SARA processes, SPE responsibilities, and the SARA
Portal? Our SPE Onboarding Process is open to all and includes:

o SPE Welcome Call (60 minutes) - Overview of SARA & NC-SARA,
review of resources for SPEs, and a SARA Portal overview.

o SARA Portal Training (90 minutes) — Navigating the SARA Portal to
manage institution reviews, approvals, and related processes, and an
overview of administrative forms and their uses.

Please contact Kirsten Lamensdorf at klamensdorf@nc-sara.org to participate
in upcoming sessions.
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