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Welcome!

Jeannie Pauline 
Yockey-Fine

Senior Vice President & 
General Counsel



NC-SARA Webinar Logistics

 Please use the Question and Answer for questions. 

 The Closed Caption option is available.

 The webinar will be recorded. 

 This presentation and other resources referenced will be posted on the 
NC-SARA website: Institution Directions for Data Reporting page.
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NC-SARA Data Team

Rachel Christeson
Senior Director, 

Research and Planning

Emma Hidalgo
Research Data Analyst & 

Administrative Coordinator
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Today’s Agenda

2025 Data Highlights

Data Reporting Overview

Reporting Requirements & Criteria
⮚ Q&A on Reporting Requirements & Criteria

Submitting Your Data
⮚ Q&A on Submitting Your Data

Annual Data Reporting Resources

Future Dates & Potential Changes



Why Does SARA Collect Data?

The Promise of Data Collection to States
• Standard across country
• Public and shared
• Used to ensure compliance

History of SARA Data Reports
• 10 years of reporting exclusively distance education enrollments
• 7 years of reporting out-of-state learning placement data



What is the SARA Data?
Exclusively Distance Education Enrollment (EDEE)

• The number of students engaged exclusively in distance education during the fall 
term – 100% online enrollments, regardless of program.

• Consistent with IPEDS Fall EF reporting – but disaggregated by state
• Includes in-state and out-of-state

Out-of-State Learning Placements (OOSLP):
• Learning placements are on-ground, out-of-state experiential learning activities.
• OOSLP includes clinical rotations, student teaching, internships, and other similar 

activities.
• OOSLP are often a required part of obtaining a degree and/or license to practice a 

particular profession.
• Reporting includes on-ground students as well as distance education students.
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NC-SARA’s Data Dashboards

Explore the interactive data dashboards: https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards

https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
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Communications About Data 
Reporting 
All active SARA contacts will 
receive emails:

⮚ Notification on May 15 that the NC-
SARA Data Reporting Portal is open.

⮚ Reminders during the reporting window.

⮚ Confirmation emails will be sent upon 
successful submission of EDEE and 
OOSLP data.

PRO TIPS: 

• Determine who will internally 
coordinate your institution’s 
reporting.

• Ensure that institutional staff who 
will report the data are active 
contacts in the portal.

• View prior year’s data using the 
NC-SARA Data Dashboards.
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Form to Request to be Added as a Contact
NOTE: 

NC-SARA staff will 
contact all active 
contacts to request 
confirmation that you 
should be added.

This may delay 
access to the Portal.

Upon approval, you 
will receive an email 
confirmation that you 
can now upload the 
data.
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SARA 
Distance 

Education 
Enrollment

• EDEE 
disaggregated by 

State

IPEDS Fall 
Enrollment 

(EF)
Distance Education

• All students enrolled
• EDEE
• Some but not all DE 

Enrollment
• No DE Enrollment

“Exclusively 
in Distance 
Education” 

Courses 
(EDEE)

Reporting Requirements of NC-SARA & IPEDS EF



16

1. Report EDEE delivered both in the home state of the institution 
and outside the home state of the institution.

2. Disaggregate those enrollments by the state, territory, or district 
where the students are located, including the home state. 

3. Use the means you currently employ to determine students’ 
locations.

4. Report the actual number of students enrolled exclusively
at a distance in each state.

5. Report Branch Campus EDEE if reported to IPEDS.

EDEE Reporting Guidance
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Frequently Asked Questions: EDEE
What if my institution doesn’t report to IPEDS? 

⮚ Report as if you do.

How do we report Military Students? 

⮚ Report where they are taking the course.

What definition of “distance education” should we use? 

⮚ Use IPEDS’ definitions. Details are in the NC-SARA Data Reporting Handbook for 

Institutions, pages 7-9 and Appendix A.

Should I include my institution’s in-state students? 

⮚ Yes, NC-SARA has collected these data since 2018, as it provides important 

context when looking at exclusively distance education enrollments.
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OOSLP Reporting Guidance

Learning Placement Examples:
⮚ Clinical Rotations

⮚ Student Teaching

⮚ Internships

Report on-ground and online students who do OOSLP.

OOSLP does NOT include in-state placements.

Report every placement, not every student.

Do NOT report virtual learning placements.
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Criteria for Inclusion in OOSLP Reporting
There are no changes to the Criteria for Inclusion in OOSLP Reporting for 2025 in 2026.
1. The placement started between January 1, 2025, and December 31, 2025.
2. The placement is outside the home state of the SARA-participating institution.
3. The placement involves the physical presence of the student at the out-of-state location(s). 

(Virtual placements are not reported.)
4. One or more of the following is true:

a. The placement was an activity required for degree completion.
b. The placement was an activity required for professional licensure.
c. The placement was offered for credit.
d. The placement was offered for a fee.

Placements that meet the above criteria should be disaggregated as follows:
⮚ By two-digit CIP code;
⮚ By the state in which the placement was made.
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OOSLP Reporting: About CIP Codes

Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) provides a 
taxonomic scheme that supports the accurate tracking, 

assessment, and reporting of fields of study and program 
completion activity.

⮚Use the new 2020 CIP Codes for reporting.
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/Default.aspx?y=56

⮚NC-SARA uses the 47 two-digit CIP codes that represent 
program areas.

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/Default.aspx?y=56
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OOSLP Reporting: CIP Code Examples
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Branch Campus OOSLP Reporting
Branch Campus Example: A SARA-participating institution is located in West Virginia with 
a branch campus location in Pennsylvania.

1. If a branch campus student, living in Pennsylvania, attends exclusively online classes 
delivered through the West Virginia campus and participates in a learning placement in 
Pennsylvania – these learning placements ARE reportable to NC-SARA.

2. If a branch campus student, living in Pennsylvania, attends exclusively online classes 
delivered through the West Virginia campus and participates in a learning placement in 
West Virginia – these learning placements ARE NOT reportable to NC-SARA. 

2. If a branch campus student, living in Pennsylvania, only takes courses residentially 
within the state of Pennsylvania and only participates in a learning placement within the 
state of Pennsylvania - these learning placements ARE reportable to NC-SARA.



23

Frequently Asked Questions: OOSLP

Should institutions report virtual internships? 

⮚ No, if the internship is fully online and the student is not physically present in 

another state, do not report the internship.

What if my institution has none of this information? 

⮚ Use the handbook and Out-of-State Learning Placement (OOSLP) Template to 

establish a system to collect and report these data.
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Frequently Asked Questions: OOSLP
Since some students will have multiple placements, do we count the number of individual 

placements on the number of students who were placed?
⮚ Count each student learning placement. If a student has multiple learning 

placements in the same state and same program area, count each placement. If a 
student has multiple learning placements in more than one state, count each 
placement, attributing them to the relevant states. If a student has multiple learning 
placements in more than one program area but the same state, count each 
placement, attributing them to the relevant program areas. Examples:

• A student at University of Wyoming participated in three OOSLP in Colorado during 2024, but at three 
different organizations. The University of Wyoming would report three learning placements in Colorado.

• A student at University of Colorado at Denver (UCD) participated in an OOSLP in spring 2024 under CIP 
code 13 in Arkansas; this same student then participated in another OOSLP in fall 2024 under CIP code 46 in 
Washington. UCD would report two placements, one in each state. If both learning placements were in the 
same state, both placements would be reported for that state, one under each CIP Code.
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Q&A 
Regarding 
Requirements 
& Criteria
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1. Gather your data.
2. Download the EDEE & OOSLP Template from the Institution 

Directions for Data Reporting page on the NC-SARA website. 
3. Enter your data on the templates tab of the worksheet. (Details on 

page 10 of the handbook)
5. Save your data as a .csv file.

• Report Branch Campus EDEE if reported to IPEDS.

Prepare Your EDEE & OOSLP Data

https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting
https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting
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Sample Populated EDEE Template

Example Prompt to Save Only the Active Sheet
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Sample Populated OOSLP Template

Example Prompt to Save Only the Active Sheet
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Common Errors Found on Templates

• Templates: Use only the EDEE and OOSLP templates from the NC-SARA 
website.

• State Coding: Use "IDAHO" instead of "ID“ (EDEE- this is the only exception).
• Data Validation: Ensure all values match the State Lookup (EDEE) and State 

& CIP Lookup (OOSLP) tabs to avoid errors.
• Formatting: For long-format data, use a pivot table (States as columns, EDEE 

counts as values) before copying into the template.
• Delete all extra fields or summary rows/columns before saving.
• OOSLP Restriction: Do not include any placements located in your 

institution’s home state.
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1. Access the NC-SARA Data Reporting Portal. 
⮚ https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting

2. Start with email verification. 
3. Choose which data submission to complete.
5. Select your institution.
6. Report your data.
7. Review your data for accuracy.
8. Indicate whether your data includes any branch campuses.
9. Comment on the Data  Anomalies (if any)
10.Click Finish to complete the data upload.
11.You and all active contacts will receive a confirmation email.

Upload Your EDEE & OOSLP Data

PRO TIP:

• If there are no 
EDEE to report, use 
the check box in the 
form to report zero.

https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/


Access the NC-SARA Data Reporting Portal at:
https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting
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Email Validation Page
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Welcome Page with Instructions 
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Data Reporting Page
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Data Upload Page
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Sample EDEE Data Confirmation Page
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Data Reporting: Branch Campus
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Comments Field 
NOTE: 

Please do not use this 
field to ask questions 

or update your 
institution’s contact 

information.

Instead: Please use 
this field to explain 

anomalies in your data 
or provide context for 

your reported distance 
education enrollment 

data.
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Q&A 
Regarding 
Data 
Submission
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How-To Guide:
Data Reporting 

Handbook

Overview & Use 
of Data: 
Online 

Foundations 
Course

Tools:
Templates

Quick Start Guide
Data Reporting 

Fact Sheet 

How-To 
Resources:

Webinar 
Recordings

Webinar Slides

Institution Directions for Data Reporting:
Your One-Stop Shop



Bookmark for reference:
https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting/
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• Oct. 2026: Annual Data 
Report & NC-SARA 
Dashboards will be 
published on website

Data reporting window is May 15 – June 15, 2026

Data Dates for 2025 reporting in 2026



Changes for Future Data Collection
Future consideration:

• In-state and virtual learning 
placements

• Degree or course completions

• Non-credit offerings*

• Additional student 
demographics (gender, age 
group, etc.)

Under consideration for 2029:
• 12-month EDEE – change 

reporting dates?

• EDEE: Student program (6-digit 
CIP), degree level, military status, 
dual enrollment status

• OOSLP: Placement program (6-
digit CIP), degree level, site location

Feedback? Take our survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCSARAExpandingDataCollection

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCSARAExpandingDataCollection


Changes for Future Data Collection
Timeline:

• 2026 – consider options; PMP to remove dates and 2-digit CIP reference

• 2027 – finalize definitions and reporting process

• 2028 – institutions begin collecting new data; pilot reporting process; report 
in old format

• 2029 – begin reporting new data in new format

Feedback? Take our survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCSARAExpandingDataCollection

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCSARAExpandingDataCollection
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Questions



Upcoming SARA Policy Webinars
Register Now: https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/

• 2026 SARA Policy Modification Process Public Forum (4/24)
• 2026 policy proposals presented by submitters, live Q&A

• SARA Policy Developments for Participating Institutions and State 
Portal Entities (SPEs) (5/27)

• Presenting recent and upcoming effective SARA Policy, focus on practical 
considerations, live Q&A. Timely reminders for participating institutions.

Note - Slides and recordings for both programs will be available from the 
registration page soon after the program date.

https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/
https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/
https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/
https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/
https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/
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For data-related questions please email:     

data@nc-sara.org

NC-SARA Website: www.nc-sara.org

Thank You! 

Stay Informed – Sign Up for Eblasts!

mailto:Info@nc-sara.org
mailto:Info@nc-sara.org
mailto:Info@nc-sara.org
http://www.nc-sara.org/
http://www.nc-sara.org/
http://www.nc-sara.org/
https://formstack.io/71987
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