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NC-SARA Webinar Logistics

v’ Please use the Question and Answer for questions.
v The Closed Caption option is available.
v’ The webinar will be recorded.

v’ This presentation and other resources referenced will be posted on the
NC-SARA website: Institution Directions for Data Reporting page.
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NC-SARA Data Team

Rachel Christeson
Senior Director,
Research and Planning

Emma Hidalgo
Research Data Analyst &
Administrative Coordinator



Today’s Agenda

2025 Data Highlights
Data Reporting Overview

Reporting Requirements & Criteria
> Q&A on Reporting Requirements & Criteria

Submitting Your Data
> Q&A on Submitting Your Data

Annual Data Reporting Resources

Future Dates & Potential Changes




Why Does SARA Collect Data?

The Promise of Data Collection to States

« Standard across country
« Public and shared
« Used to ensure compliance

History of SARA Data Reports

* 10 years of reporting exclusively distance education enroliments
« 7 years of reporting out-of-state learning placement data
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What is the SARA Data?

Exclusively Distance Education Enroliment (EDEE)
« The number of students engaged exclusively in distance education during the fall
term — 100% online enrollments, regardless of program.
» Consistent with IPEDS Fall EF reporting — but disaggregated by state
* Includes in-state and out-of-state

Out-of-State Learning Placements (OOSLP):
» Learning placements are on-ground, out-of-state experiential learning activities.
« OOSLP includes clinical rotations, student teaching, internships, and other similar
activities.
« OOSLP are often a required part of obtaining a degree and/or license to practice a
particular profession.
» Reporting includes on-ground students as well as distance education students.
B Ska
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2024 Data Highlights: Reported to NC-SARA in
Spring 2025
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Fall 2024 Exclusively Distance
Education Enrollment Report & 2024
Out-of-State Learning Placements
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NC-SARA’s 10th annual data report and dataset provide insights into
the ways that postsecondary education continues to evolve and
change. NC-SARA data reporting captures students enrolled
exclusively in distance education courses and out-of-state learning
placements from SARA-participating institutions.

FAST FACTS

2,404 1,661,689 473,548

49 states, the District of Data was collected from Number of students attending Number of out-of-state
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the 2,404 SARA-participating out-of-state institutions learning placements (00SLP)
U.S. Virgin Islands are institutions, a 0% increase exclusively via distance education for calendar year 2024

members of SARA over 2023 through SARA in Fall 2024



NC-SARA’s Data Dashboards

. Data Dashboards
NN

\\\:

F &

NC-SARA is pleased to share new interactive data dashboards, below. These dashhoards include all the data NC-SARA has been sharing
publicly all along (and includes the most recent data collected from Fall 2023), but in an easier format for your access and use. Begin
with the Instructions & Definitions tab, below, to learn how to use the dashboards and what the terminology means, and then feel free
to move through the dashboards by using the tabs at the top. If you are seeking the previously shared downloadable data files, or if
yvou need additional assistance with these dashboards or NC-SARA data in general, please contact: data@nc-sara.org.

To download any of the charts or data tables, select the image of the square with downward pointing arrow in the bottom right corner
of the dashboard. The dashboards can be downloaded as an image, PDF, PowerPoint, or where applicable, a crosstab in Excel or C5V

format.
Explore the interactive data dashboards: https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
Instructions & Reporting Institutions Total Exclusively Incoming Exclusively Outgoing Exclusively Additional Reports & Ini
Definitions Distance Education Distance Education Distance Education Raw Data Files Le

Enrollment Enrollment Enrollment

NC-SARA Data Dashboards
Instructions & Definitions NC
ﬂ SARA
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https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
https://nc-sara.org/data-dashboards
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Communications About Data
Reporting

All active SARA contacts wiill
receive emails:

> Notification on May 15 that the NC-

SARA Data Reporting Portal is open. .
» Reminders during the reporting window.
> Confirmation emails will be sent upon °

successful submission of EDEE and
OOSLP data.

PRO TIPS:

Determine who will internally
coordinate your institution’s
reporting.

Ensure that institutional staff who
will report the data are active
contacts in the portal.

View prior year’s data using the
NC-SARA Data Dashboards.

12



Form to Request to be Added as a Contact

Data Reporting Submission

B

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

MHEC + NEBHE + SREHB « WICHE

Data Reporting

we couldn't find a contact in our system with that email address. To be added to our system, please

fill out the form below. If you are affiliated with maore than one institution, please list them all.

*First Mame

Complete this field.

*Last Mame

*Title

NOTE:
NC-SARA staff will
contact all active
contacts to request

confirmation that you
should be added.

This may delay

access to the Portal.

Upon approval, you
will receive an email
confirmation that you
can now upload the
data.

13



Reporting Requirements & Criteria
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Reporting Requirements of NC-SARA & IPEDS EF

SARA

IPEDS Fall

Distan-(:e ‘Exclusivel Enro"ment
Educathn in Dista_ncg (EF)
Enrollment | “corses

Distance Education

e All students enrolled
« EDEE

(EDEE)

 EDEE « Some but not all DE
disaggregated by Enroliment
State * No DE Enrollment

15



EDEE Reporting Guidance

1. Report EDEE delivered both in the home state of the institution
and outside the home state of the institution.

2. Disaggregate those enroliments by the state, territory, or district
where the students are located, including the home state.

3. Use the means you currently employ to determine students’
locations.

4. Report the actual number of students enrolled exclusively
at a distance in each state.

5. Report Branch Campus EDEE if reported to IPEDS.

16
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Frequently Asked Questions: EDEE

What if my institution doesn’t report to IPEDS?
> Report as if you do.
How do we report Military Students?
> Report where they are taking the course.
What definition of “distance education” should we use?
> Use IPEDS’ definitions. Details are in the NC-SARA Data Reporting Handbook for
Institutions, pages 7-9 and Appendix A.
Should | include my institution’s in-state students?
> Yes, NC-SARA has collected these data since 2018, as it provides important

context when looking at exclusively distance education enroliments.

17
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Learning Placement Examples:
> Clinical Rotations

> Student Teaching

> Internships

Report on-ground and online students who do OOSLP.
OOSLP does NOT include in-state placements.
Report every placement, not every student.

Do NOT report virtual learning placements.
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Criteria for Inclusion in OOSLP Reporting

There are no changes to the Criteria for Inclusion in OOSLP Reporting for 2025 in 2026.
1. The placement started between January 1, 2025, and December 31, 2025.
2. The placement is outside the home state of the SARA-participating institution.
3. The placement involves the physical presence of the student at the out-of-state location(s).
(Virtual placements are not reported.)
4. One or more of the following is true:
a. The placement was an activity required for degree completion.
b. The placement was an activity required for professional licensure.
c. The placement was offered for credit.
d. The placement was offered for a fee.

Placements that meet the above criteria should be disaggregated as follows:
> By two-digit CIP code;
> By the state in which the placement was made.

19
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OOSLP Reporting: About CIP Codes

Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) provides a
taxonomic scheme that supports the accurate tracking,
assessment, and reporting of fields of study and program
completion activity.

> Use the new 2020 CIP Codes for reporting.
https://nces.ed.qgov/ipeds/cipcode/Default.aspx?y=56

> NC-SARA uses the 47 two-digit CIP codes that represent

program areas.

20
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OOSLP Reporting: CIP Code Examples

13) EDUCATION.

13.01) Education, General.

12,0107 Education. General.

13.02) Bilingual, Multilingual, and Multicultural Education.

13.0201) Bilingual and Multilingual Education.

13.0202) Multicultural Education.

13.0203) Indian/Native American Education.

13.0299) Bilingual, Multilingual, and Multicultural Education, Other.

13.03) Curriculurm and Instruction.

153.0301) Curriculum and Instruction.

13.04) Educational Administration and Supervision.

13.0401) Educational Leadership and Administration, General.

13.0402) Administration of Special Education.

13.0403)_ Adult and Continuing Education Administration.
13.0404) Educaticnal, Instructional,_ and Curriculum Supervision.
13.0406) Higher Education/Higher Education Administration.
13.0407) Comm unity College Administration.

13.0408])_Elementary and Middle School Administration/Principalship.

13.0409) Secondary School Administration/Principalship.
13.0410) Urban Education and Leadership.

21
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Branch Campus OOSLP Reporting

Branch Campus Example: A SARA-participating institution is located in West Virginia with
a branch campus location in Pennsylvania.

1. If a branch campus student, living in Pennsylvania, attends exclusively online classes
delivered through the West Virginia campus and participates in a learning placement in
Pennsylvania — these learning placements ARE reportable to NC-SARA.

2. If a branch campus student, living in Pennsylvania, attends exclusively online classes
delivered through the West Virginia campus and participates in a learning placement in
West Virginia — these learning placements ARE NOT reportable to NC-SARA.

2. If a branch campus student, living in Pennsylvania, only takes courses residentially
within the state of Pennsylvania and only participates in a learning placement within the
state of Pennsylvania - these learning placements ARE reportable to NC-SARA.
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Frequently Asked Questions: OOSLP

Should institutions report virtual internships?
> No, if the internship is fully online and the student is not physically present in

another state, do not report the internship.

What if my institution has none of this information?
> Use the handbook and Out-of-State Learning Placement (OOSLP) Template to

establish a system to collect and report these data.

23



Frequently Asked Questions: OOSLP

Since some students will have multiple placements, do we count the number of individual

placements on the number of students who were placed?

> Count each student learning placement. If a student has multiple learning
placements in the same state and same program area, count each placement. If a
student has multiple learning placements in more than one state, count each
placement, attributing them to the relevant states. If a student has multiple learning
placements in more than one program area but the same state, count each
placement, attributing them to the relevant program areas. Examples:

« A student at University of Wyoming participated in three OOSLP in Colorado during 2024, but at three
different organizations. The University of Wyoming would report three learning placements in Colorado.

« A student at University of Colorado at Denver (UCD) participated in an OOSLP in spring 2024 under CIP
code 13 in Arkansas; this same student then participated in another OOSLP in fall 2024 under CIP code 46 in
Washington. UCD would report two placements, one in each state. If both learning placements were in the
same state, both placements would be reported for that state, one under each CIP Code.

24
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Prepare Your EDEE & OOSLP Data

. Gather your data.

. Download the EDEE & OOSLP Template from the Institution
Directions for Data Reporting page on the NC-SARA website.

. Enter your data on the templates tab of the worksheet. (Details on
page 10 of the handbook)

. Save your data as a .csv file.

Report Branch Campus EDEE if reported to IPEDS.


https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting
https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting

Sample Populated EDEE Template

A

B C D E F G

CO AK RI TN AZ CA FL

Example Prompt to Save Only the Active Sheet

6 4 8 9 156 222

H 1
DE SC
5 1

A B C D E F G H I ] K
ol Y Al ~ —— — -~ — o —~
$ Microsoft Excel >

The selected file type does not support workbooks that contain multiple sheets.

= To save only the active sheet, click QK
= To save all sheets, save them individually using a different file name for each, or

choose a file type that supports multiple sheets,

—

28
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Sample Populated OOSLP Template

| A
CIP Type

01) Agriculture, Agriculture Operations, and Related Sciences

50) Visual and Performing Arts

12) Culinary, Entertainment, And Personal Services
40) Physical Sciences

50) Visual and Performing Arts

60) Residency Programs

40) Physical Sciences

41) Science Technologies/Technicians

5

State List

Alabama (AL)

Colorado (CO)
Indiana (IN)
Tennessee (TN)
Delaware (DE)
Colorado (CO)
Delaware (DE)
Tennessee (TN)

B

£

Enroliment Count

10
12
55
80

Example Prompt to Save Only the Active Sheet

A = L
CIP Type State List OOSLP Count
01) Microsoft Excel X 1| 4
50) 10
12) The selected file type does not support workbooks that contain multiple sheets. 12
40) I + To save only the active sheet, click OK. 55
50) * To save all sheets, save them individually using a different file name for each, or choose a file type that supports multiple sheets. 30
c0) 1
40) Physical Sciences Delaware (DE) -
41) Science Technologies/Technicians Tennessee (TN) 3

,_
o

29



Common Errors Found on Templates

Templates: Use only the EDEE and OOSLP templates from the NC-SARA
website.

State Coding: Use "IDAHO" instead of "ID” (EDEE- this is the only exception).
Data Validation: Ensure all values match the State Lookup (EDEE) and State
& CIP Lookup (OOSLP) tabs to avoid errors.

Formatting: For long-format data, use a pivot table (States as columns, EDEE
counts as values) before copying into the template.

Delete all extra fields or summary rows/columns before saving.

OOSLP Restriction: Do not include any placements located in your
institution’s home state.

30



Upload Your EDEE & OOSLP Data

1. Access the NC-SARA Data Reporting Portal.

> https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting

Start with email verification.

Select your institution.
Report your data.
Review your data for accuracy.

©® NS OwWwh

10.Click Finish to complete the data upload.

Choose which data submission to complete.

PRO TIP:

e |fthere are no

EDEE to report, use
the check box in the
form to report zero.

Indicate whether your data includes any branch campuses.
9. Comment on the Data Anomalies (if any)

11.You and all active contacts will receive a confirmation email.



https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
https://nc-sara.my.site.com/data/s/
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Welcome to the NC-SARA Data Reporting Portal for Exclusively Distance
Education Enrollment (EDEE) and Out-of-State Learning Placements (OOSLP).

Data Reporting Submission

Every year, SARA-participating institutions are asked to report the number of students enrolled exclusively in distance education
courses delivered both in the home state of the institution and outside the home state of the institution. This required data
submission is based on the enrollment data your institution reported to the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
(IPEDS). For SARA, that data is to be disaggregated by the state, territory, or district where the activity takes place.

SARA-participating institutions are also required to report certain learning placements in every state, territory, and district other
than their own. Learning placements (clinical rotations, student teaching, internships, etc.) are a critical component of many
instructional programs. Out-of-state learning placements include on-the-ground, out-of-state learning placements, both for on-
campus/face-to-face courses as well as those associated with distance education courses.

Data Reporting Window: May 15 - June 15

While every effort has been made to provide clear instructions through the NC-SARA Data Reporting Handbook, the variety of
institutional practices in determining student location and tabulating placement data make some institutional reporting decisions
difficult to answer. Please use your best judgment and adopt and document an approach that ensures your institution’s reporting
is consistent from year-to-year and captures the requested information.

Important Reporting Instructions for NC-SARA Data Submission

Access the NC-SARA Data Reporting Portal at:
https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting

Step-by-Step Guide:

1. Start with Email Verification:
. Click the Data Reporting Submission button on this page.
- Enter your email to initiate the verification process.
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Email Validation Page

*Please enter your emai

rchristeson{@ncsara. g

Data Reporting Submission

i35

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

MHEL + NERHE « SREB » WICHE

Data Reporting
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Welcome Page with Instructions

Data Reporting Submission

I— NC
SARA
Mational Council for

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

MHEC + NERHE « SREB « WICHE

Data Reporting
Exclusively Distance Education Out-of-State Learning Placement
Enrollment (EDEE) (OOSLP)
INCOMPLETE INCOBPLETE
You hawe 5 Institutions with incomplete EDEE data You have 5 Imstitutions with incomplete OOSLP
data
Start EDEE
Start OOSLP

34
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Data Reporting Submission

B

State Authorization
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MHEL + NEBHE + SREB « WICHE

Exclusively Distance Education Enrollments

*Select the institution you want to upload for
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Data Upload Page

Data Reporting Submission

I— NC
SARA
National Council for

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

MHEC + NEBHE + SREE » WICHE

Exclusively Distance Education Enrollments: Test - Technical College

Pleaze upload your file in .csw format. If your institution has no Exdusively Distance Education Enrollments

to report, check the box below.
D This institution has zero Exclusively Distance Education Enrollments to report

*Upload C5v

Upload Files Or drop files

i

36



Sample EDEE Data Confirmation Page

Data Reporting Submission

i 5

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

MHEL + MEBHE « SREB « WICHE

Exclusively Distance Education Enrollments: Test - Technical College

Celaware: 4
Dristrict of Columbia: 2
Michigan: 4

Totak 10

*Dioes this look comect?

ez
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Data Reporting Submission

i 354

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

MHEL + MEBHE + SREB « WICHE

Exclusively Distance Education Enrollments: Test - Technical College

*Dioes this report include branch campus
activity?
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Comments Field

Data Reporting Submission

5

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

MHEL + MEBHE + SREB » WICHE

Exclusively Distance Education Enrollments: Test - Technical College

Your EDEE has been recorded. Please click "Finish” to finalize your data.

Comments (optional)

*Would you like to submit an EDEE for another

Account you are associated with?

Mo =

L i

NOTE:

Please do not use this
field to ask questions
or update your
institution’s contact
information.

Instead: Please use
this field to explain
anomalies in your data
or provide context for
your reported distance
education enrollment
data.
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Submission




Resources for Data Collection
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Institution Directions for Data Reporting:
Your One-Stop Shop

How-To Guide:

Data Reporting
Handbook

Tools:

Templates
Quick Start Guide

Data Reporting
Fact Sheet

How-To
Resources:

Webinar
Recordings

Webinar Slides

Overview & Use
of Data:

Online
Foundations
Course
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Institution Directions for
Data Reporting

Your One-Stop Shop for Required Annual Data Reporting

NC-SARA Data Reporting Portal

The NC-SARA Data Reporting Portal is currently open for email verification. The portal will open for data submission on May 15, 2025.

2025 Data Reporting Templates: There are significant changes to the data submission process for the 2025 data collection cycle. Rather
than entering data in a web form, institutions will upload their data as a .csv file. The templates that institutions will be required to use
can be found below:

+ Exclusively Distance Education Enrollments (EDEE) Template .
P ——— Bookmark for reference:

https://nc-sara.org/institutional-data-reporting/

2025 Data Reporting Dates

The 2025 timeframe to report Fall 2024 exclusively distance education enrollments and calendar year 2024 out-of-state learning
placements will he May 15, 2025 through June 15, 2025.

2025 Must-Have Data Reporting Resources for SARA-Participating Institutions

» NC-SARA Data Reporting Handbook for Institutions (2025): The Data Reporting Handbook provides all the information and
requirements for data reporting. It is updated annually.

= 2025 Data Sharing Agreement: The NC-SARA Data Sharing Agreement provides a framework that allows the exchange of specified data
and clarifies how data will be submitted and used. It is updated annually to reflect any changes in the data reporting requirements. The
CEO or CAO of participating institutions confirms adherence with this agreement at the time of initial institution application and
annual renewal of participation in SARA.

» NC-SARA’s Annual Data Reporting Webinars for Institutions for 2025
o 2025 NC-SARA Annual Data Reporting: Exclusively Distance Education Enrollments and Out-of-State Learning Placements
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Data Dates for 2025 reporting in 2026

Data reporting window is May 15 — June 15, 2026

&€

Oct. 2026: Annual Data
Report & NC-SARA
Dashboards will be
published on website
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Changes for Future Data Collection

Under consideration for 2029: Future consideration:
« 12-month EDEE - change

Hing dates? * In-state and virtual learning
reporting dates*

placements

« EDEE: Student program (6-digit
CIP), degree level, military status,
dual enrollment status

* Degree or course completions

* Non-credit offerings™

« OOSLP: Placement program (6- « Additional student

digit CIP), degree level, site location demographics (gender, age

group, etc.)

NC
Feedback? Take our survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCSARAExpandingDataCollection Fll_ SARA

NON. SN SN SO\ SN PN\ YN YN\ PN NN i

MHEC « NEBHE * SREB *WICHE



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCSARAExpandingDataCollection

Changes for Future Data Collection

Timeline:

- 2026 — consider options; PMP to remove dates and 2-digit CIP reference
- 2027 — finalize definitions and reporting process

- 2028 — institutions begin collecting new data; pilot reporting process; report
in old format

- 2029 — begin reporting new data in new format

= Siea
NN SN SO\ SO\ SN\ YN\ VPN YN\ VN SN e

Reciprocity Agreements

Feedback? Take our survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCSARAExpandingDataCollection

MHEC « NEBHE * SREB - WICHE


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NCSARAExpandingDataCollection
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Upcoming SARA Policy Webinars

Register Now: https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/

- 2026 SARA Policy Modification Process Public Forum (4/24)
» 2026 policy proposals presented by submitters, live Q&A

- SARA Policy Developments for Participating Institutions and State
Portal Entities (SPEs) (5/27)

» Presenting recent and upcoming effective SARA Policy, focus on practical
considerations, live Q&A. Timely reminders for participating institutions.

Note - Slides and recordings for both programs will be available from the

reqgistration page soon after the program date. PN
PN S9N\ VPN SN\ VPN P\ VPN Y@\ VPN Y@\ o

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

MHEC « NEBHE * SREB - WICHE



https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/
https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/
https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/
https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/
https://nc-sara.org/news-events/webinars/

Thank You!

For data-related questions please email:

data@nc-sara.org

NC-SARA Website: www.nc-sara.orqg

Stay Informed — Sign Up for Eblasts!

= Sika

State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

FHED « HEHME = SREB = WICHE
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