
 
 

SARA Data Advisory Committee 
 

Purpose: 
The purpose of the SARA Data Advisory Committee is to collaborate with and advise NC-SARA and 
the regional education compact staff about data and research needs; to make recommendations on 
reporting requirements; to consider data reporting comments/questions submitted by states and 
institutions; to provide direction on potential research projects; and to act as a sounding board on data 
issues in general. 
​  
Committee Members:  

NC-SARA Conveners: 
1.​ Rachel Christeson 
2.​ Emma Hidalgo 

Internal:  
3.​ Jared Abdirkin 
4.​ Sarah Levy 

External: 
5.​ Sara Appel, Director, State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (SARA), Midwestern Higher 

Education Compact (MHEC) 
6.​ Emily Bjornberg, Senior Consultant, Connecticut Office of Higher Education 
7.​ Laurence Blake, Director, Institutional Research & Planning, University of the Virgin Islands 
8.​ Terina Caserto, Senior Analyst, Academic and Student Affairs, Nevada System of Higher 

Education​  
9.​ Alexandra Chaillou, Associate Director, Institutional Review, Maryland Higher Education 

Commission 
10.​Cheryl Dowd, Senior Director, State Authorization Network & WCET Policy Innovations, 

WCET 
11.​Christopher Fagan, Associate General Counsel, University of Phoenix 
12.​Katie Gagliardo, Education Programs Coordinator, Vermont 
13.​Michael Gibson, Associate Dean for Online Learning, Snead State Community College 
14.​Mitch Gilbert, Director of Regulatory Affairs, Western Governors University 
15.​Molly Hall-Martin, Director, State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (SARA), Western 

Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE) 
16.​Claire Jenson, Senior Director of Institutional Effectiveness & Accreditation, Bay Path 

University 
17.​Jennifer Pearson Hennen, Dean of Institutional Effectiveness, Century College 
18.​Kristina Powers, Ph.D., President, Institute for Effectiveness 

●​ Guests/ad hoc members as the agenda determines (TBD) 


