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Data & SARA Source Update

Agenda:

• 2023 Data Reporting
• Changes for 2025 Data Collection
• Other Data Resources
• SARA Source Update
• Data Advisory Committee Work
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2023 Data Reporting
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What is the SARA Data?

Exclusively Distance Education Enrollment (EDEE)
• Students enrolled exclusively in distance education courses
• Same enrollment reported to IPEDS (Fall EF report) – but disaggregated by 

state
• Includes in-state and out-of-state

Out-of-State Learning Placements (OOSLP):
• Learning placements are on-ground, out-of-state experiential learning 

activities
• On-ground and online students who participate in an OOSLP are included
• OOSLP Does NOT include In-State
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Methodology

SARA Data Reporting Window is May 15 – June 15 each year

2,428 Institutions were sent email requests to report
• 25 exemptions were extended

• 23 non-renewals or institutional closures
• 1 joined near the end of 2023
• 1 exemption given due to extreme staff shortage

• 0 institutions did not report
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Number of Reporting Institutions
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Exclusively Distance Education Enrollment
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Total Reported Out-of-State Learning 
Placements 2019-2023 
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Total Reported Out-of-State Learning 
Placements by Program Area
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Important Annual Data Reporting Dates

• 2023 Data Release: October 3 2024

• 2024 Annual Data Handbook Available: January 2025

• 2024 Annual Data Collection Webinar: February / March 2025

• 2024 Annual Data Collection Window: May 15 – June 15, 2025
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Changes for 2025 Collection
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Changes for 2025 Data Collection

Contact Verification
• Only users assigned as an institutional 

contact in Salesforce will be able to upload 
data.

• Users not in Salesforce will need to be 
verified by a current Salesforce contact for 
their institution (then entered by NC-SARA 
staff).

• Data reporting portal will be one public link, 
rather than individual institution links.

• Contacts for multiple institutions will be able 
to select the institution to submit for.
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Changes for 2025 Data Collection

File Upload vs. Manual Entry
• Users will be provided with two templates to 

compile their EDEE and OOSLP data.
• Data will be upload in a .csv file, rather than 

manually entered in the web form.
• Institutions will be given the chance to 

confirm data and resubmit a file in case of 
errors.

• Confirmation emails will include counts and 
submitter name.

• Users will easily see when they have a 
submission outstanding.
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Other Data Resources
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NC-SARA’s Data Dashboards
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SARA Institution Cost Savings

State

Number of 
SARA 

Member 
Institutions

Estimated 
Costs

State and NC 
SARA Costs

SARA 
Affiliation 

Fee

Estimated 
Savings

MHEC 644 $39,197,355 $2,912,100 $36,285,255 
NEBHE 344 $35,764,100 $2,683,563 $100,000 $32,980,538 
SREB 1,067 $73,354,450 $5,408,000 $160,000 $67,786,450 
WICHE 275 $18,217,525 $1,328,000 $16,889,525 
Grand Total 2,330 $166,533,430 $12,331,663 $260,000 $153,941,768 

https://nc-sara.org/sara-cost-savings-calculator

2023 Estimated Renewal Savings by Region:
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NC-SARA’s Student Complaints Dashboards
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Distance Education and Workforce Development Reports



19

SARA Source Updates
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SARA Source

Currently:
• Student Audience
• Contains 1,400 programs from 60 

institutions
• Data verified by NC-SARA staff
• Current program offerings
• Updated as data provided from 

institutions
• Site maintained by external contractor

New Version:
• SPE Audience
• Will contain programs with graduates from 

all SARA-participating institutions
• Publicly available data
• Offerings with graduates one year prior
• Updated annually (fall IPEDS release)
• Site maintained by NC-SARA staff
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SARA Source
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Data Advisory Committee Work
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Data Advisory Committee

Currently 13 members, including representatives from states, 
regional compacts, institutions, and external organizations

• Still looking for SREB SPE to join!

Upcoming areas of work:
• Changes to complaints data collection
• 2025 Institution Survey (data questions)
• Collecting additional data elements – demographics, 

outcomes, etc.
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Questions and Discussion
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Connect with NC-SARA

@NCSARA_News

https://www.linkedin.com/company/nc-sara
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For questions please email: 
Info@nc-sara.org

NC-SARA Website:  www.nc-sara.org

Thank You! 

mailto:Info@nc-sara.org
http://www.nc-sara.org/
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