D SARA

NC-SARA's May 2025 SARA SPE Newsletter

AN, NS, NN, OIS, O, NN, NN NS, NS, NS, NS, e, e,

SPE NEWSLETTER

JI NC
Iu SARA
National Council for
State Authorization
Reciprocity Agreements

NEBHE - SREB - WICHE

Dear SARA State Portal Entities,

With the arrival of warmer days, NC-SARA is actively engaged in May Board
Meeting follow-up work and preparations for upcoming summer meetings and
events. We look forward to the opportunity to connect with you, either virtually or
in person, soon!

In this month’s newsletter, you will find information about:
New this month

« Updates on California and Washington Legislation

» Fiscal Year 2026 SARA State and Territory Grants: Application Submission
Opening Soon

« Now Available - Updated SARA Institution Application (Effective July 1,
2025)

« NC-SARA's Artificial Intelligence Policies

« SPE Strategic Plan Survey

Action Items

» Registration Now Open - June SPE Workshop
« Seeking Volunteers! 2025 SPE Conference

In Case You Missed It (ICYMI)

« Webinar — 2025 SARA Policy Modification Process Public Forum
SPE Resources Reminders:

« SPE Onboarding, Essential Duties, and Offboarding Checklist

Thank you for taking the time to review these important items!

Marianne



Updates on California and Washington Legislation
California SB-790

Introduced by Senator Cabaldon on February 21, 2025

Amended on April 10, 2025

Senate Business, Professions and Economic Development Committee
Hearing held on April 21, 2025

Senate Education Committee Hearing held on April 30, 2025, and referred
to the Senate Appropriations Committee

Amended on May 6, 2025

Senate Appropriations Committee Hearing held on May 19, 2025
Suspense Hearing scheduled for May 23, 2025

Note: at this point, there are areas that are not aligned with SARA Policy -
work would need to be done for California to join SARA.

Bill Text - SB-790 Postsecondary education: postsecondary education
coordinating entity: interstate reciprocity agreements for distance
education: out-of-state postsecondary educational institutions

Washington HB-1279

Introduced by Representatives Pollet, Leavitt, Doglio, Reed, and Simmons
Passed the House on March 7, 2025; Passed the Senate on April 11, 2025
The governor signed on April 21, 2025

Note: the state will assess its SARA membership in 2026 and again in
2028, with the ability to take steps to leave SARA in 2028.

Bill Text - HB 1279 Washington State Legislature

We will continue to monitor activity on this legislation and share information as it
becomes available.

Fiscal Year 2026 SARA State and Territory Grants: Application Submission
Opening Soon
NC-SARA is pleased to announce that a collective pool of SARA revenue has

been

allocated to SARA State and Territory Grants for Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26) to

focus directly on state support. Each SPE agency may apply for a grant to
support SARA-related continuous education, initiatives, and enhancements. SPEs
may request up to $7,500 per annual application period. Important dates for the
application period can be found below.

Potential uses for these grant funds include, but are not limited to:

Updating and improving digital infrastructure

Improving data collection quality, including metrics used
Multi-state regional and/or interregional collaboration

Training and/or professional development (e.g., webinar access or
conference attendance)

Membership fees

Updating and improving authorization processes

Assessment of current operations

External consultants

Please note that funds must be allocated and spent within FY26. The FY26 funds
should be expended by June 30, 2026.

Applications must be submitted via the SARA Portal. Instructions on how to use



the SARA Portal for submissions will be sent to all SPEs and regional compact
SARA staff when the application period opens.

Important Dates:

« Application Period Opens: late May or early June 2025
Proposals Due: June 30, 2025

Review of Applications: July 2025

Award Notification: July 2025

Annual Report Due: August 31, 2026

Please direct any questions to Ashley Rasmussen at grants@nc-sara.org.

Now Available - Updated SARA Institution Application (Effective July 1,
2025)

The updated Application and Approval Form for Institution Participation in SARA
will be effective July 1, 2025. The application has been updated to reflect the
pending effective date of PMP24-0630 approved during the 2024 PMP cycle
regarding “professional licensure disclosure requirements”, as well as minor
administrative changes. For reference, the new policy can be found in the SARA
Policy Manual subsection 5.2, Programs leading to professional licensure.

Recently, SPE staff were copied on a message to all participating institution
contacts to alert them of this development and provide related guidance. To
easily identify the latest updates and changes to the application, a redline version
and guidance are also available on the Applications and Approval Forms
webpage under the new application.

Institutions should continue to submit the current application available on
the public-facing Applications and Approval Forms webpage until June 30,
2025.

Please email any questions to info@nc-sara.org.

NC-SARA's Artificial Intelligence Policies

NC-SARA will no longer permit the use of personal note-taker software during
NC-SARA facilitated meetings. This includes Otter Al and similar notetaking
software. Zoom real-time captioning and transcription through the Zoom toolbar
will be enabled as needed. We appreciate you being mindful of this during NC-
SARA facilitated meetings.

SPE Strategic Plan Survey

As you may be aware, NC-SARA is currently in the process of developing its next
Strategic Plan. The success of NC-SARA’s next strategic plan hinges on our
ability to reflect the diverse needs and priorities of SARA stakeholders. Given
that, we are conducting a survey of all stakeholder groups to gain an
understanding of the current state of NC-SARA, assess the organization’s needs,
and gather ideas for NC-SARA’s long-term strategic objectives. This survey will
take the place of the SPE Annual Survey for 2025.

To safeguard the integrity of survey data and maximize stakeholder confidence,
NC-SARA has commissioned an independent consultant to manage the survey
process, from the distribution of the survey and analysis of results to the creation
of a comprehensive report. Over the next few weeks, you will be receiving an
invitation to complete the survey from Lauren Sisneros of LS Consultants.



Results of this survey will be used to guide a more in-depth session during the
SPE Annual Conference in September.

We would greatly appreciate your participation in this process and are grateful for
your time and feedback. For any questions about the survey or strategic plan
development process, please contact Rachel Christeson at rchristeson@nc-
sara.org.

Registration Now Open - June 2025 SPE Workshop

Join SPE colleagues, regional compact SARA staff, and NC-SARA on
Wednesday, June 18, 2025, 10:00 am-12:00 pm MT, for an engaging session on
SARA student complaints. Registration is now open!

The NC-SARA Complaints Working Group was tasked with providing direction on
the implementation of the approved 2024 policy modification proposal to expand
complaints data collection (PMP 24-0641). This work led to an interest in
developing a handbook to assist SPEs with managing SARA student complaints.

During the 2025 SPE Workshop, attendees will receive updates on the work of
the NC-SARA Complaints Working Group. This will be followed by breakout
groups designed to foster dialogue among SPEs about current best practices
and challenges in managing SARA student complaints. These discussions will
inform the development of the SARA Student Complaints Handbook.

Seeking Volunteers! 2025 SPE Conference

Planning is underway for the 2025 SPE Annual Conference that will be held
September 9-11 in Salt Lake City, Utah. We are seeking volunteers for the
following opportunities:

« Serve as a session panelist

« Serve as a session moderator

« Lead a game during the welcome event (Sept. 9)
« Escort a small group to dinner (Sept. 10)

Below is a list of some of the session topics that we are considering®. Please
complete this Google form by Friday, May 30, 2025, to indicate your area(s) of
interest and/or to provide suggestions for another topic that is not listed. If you
are unable to use the Google form, please send your response via email to
Angela Lee at alee@nc-sara.org (subject line: 2025 SPE Conference ideas).

Pre-conference Sessions

State Meeting Planning Essentials: Tips, Tricks, and Troubleshooting
Processing SARA Applications: A How-to for SPEs

IT Office Hours Live: Hands-on Help Navigating the SARA Portal
Poster Session with SARA Committees/Working Groups

Conference Session Ideas

State Updates: Key Developments and Trends

SARA State and Territory Grants

SARA Student Complaint Management

Artificial Intelligence (Al) in Higher Education

SPE Roundtable Discussion (attendees choose topic)

Institutional Withdrawal from SARA

Policy Modification Process: 2025 Wrap Up and Look Ahead to 2026



« Shaping NC-SARA's Future: A Focus Group Discussion
Networking Events

« Game Night Welcome Event
« Group Dinner Outing

*Please note that session topics and titles are subject to change.

ICYMI
Webinar — 2025 SARA Policy Modification Process Public Forum
Friday, April 25, 2025

NC-SARA hosted a Public Forum for this year's cycle of the Policy Modification
Process (PMP) on Friday, April 25, 2025. During the forum, individuals or
organizations who submitted proposals to modify SARA Policy had the
opportunity to present their proposals publicly. A recording and slides from the
forum are available now.

SPE Resources Reminder:

Whether you’re new to the SARA community or need a refresher, the onboarding
and offboarding resources below are available to support you. These resources
are in addition to what your regional compact SARA staff may provide.

« SPE Offboarding Checklist. This optional tool is intended to assist with a
smooth transition when there are changes in roles or personnel at your
State Portal Entity. It can be found on the SPE website by selecting
“Training” then “SPE Onboarding and Offboarding”.

« Onboarding Sessions. Get an overview of SARA processes, SPE
responsibilities, and the SARA Portal by participating in either of our SPE
Onboarding calls, which are open to all:

o SPE Welcome Call (60 minutes) - Overview of SARA and NC-SARA
and a review of the SARA Portal and other resources for SPEs.

» Two related documents can be found on the SPE website by
selecting “Training” then “SPE Onboarding and
Offboarding”: SPE Welcome Kit and Essential Duties of SARA
State Portal Entities.

= SARA Portal Training (90 minutes) — Learn how to navigate
the SARA Portal to manage institution reviews, approvals, and
related processes and get an overview of administrative forms
and their uses.

Please contact Kirsten Lamensdorf at klamensdorf@nc-sara.org to participate in
upcoming sessions.
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